WATER SUB-METER INFORMATION provided by Tom Barth who lives in the Shadow Hills Estates.

BACKGROUND

Owners of large (1/2 acre plus) lots in the San Fernando Valley may be

able to substantially lower their Sewer Service Charge(SSC)on their

LADWP water bill by installing a Private Water Sub-Meter.  I installed

one myself in February, 2003, for my 1/2 acre lot in Shadow Hills and

have reduced the SSC from $95.00 per billing period to about $45.00 per

billing period; a savings of $25.00 per month.  

I did the plumbing myself and spent a little more than $160 for the whole installation.  The City permit cost $43.00 and the water meter cost $40.00 (must be purchased from DWP). Copper fittings, a second shut-off valve, and a second pressure regulator added about $75.00 to the job. If I had hired a plumber he probably would have charged at least a few hundred dollars for the labor.  Also, I did have to take a half day off of work to meet a City inspector.

HOW IT WORKS

The SSC charge is supposed to be based on your domestic water usage

(doesn't include water used for irrigation). But with only one water

meter installed on your property to measure total (domestic and

irrigation) water usage, the domestic water usage must be estimated as a percentage of your total water usage.  The domestic use estimate is a

fixed percentage developed from the total winter water usage of a small

residential lot. Homeowners that have large lots (>1/2 acre) in the hot

San Fernando Valley typically use proportionately more irrigation water

than domestic water and end up paying too much for their sewer service

charge.  However, the City allows you to split your irrigation water

from your domestic water and install a second water meter (a Private

Water Sub-Meter) to measure the actual domestic water usage.  DWP

doesn't charge extra for reading the sub-meter and the SSC is based on

your actual, not estimated, domestic water usage. 

STEPS TO INSTALL A PRIVATE WATER SUB-METER

1. GO TO THE BUREAU OF SANITATION'S PRIVATE WATER SUB-METER WEB PAGE

( WWW.LACITY.ORG/SAN/FMD/SUBMTRRES.HTM ), READ ALL ABOUT THE

PROGRAM AND DOWNLOAD THE INFORMATION PACKET.

2. DECIDE IF THE METER IS TO BE INSTALLED ON THE DOMESTIC LINE OR THE

IRRIGATION LINE. Only one private sub-meter per DWP metered line. See

sketch on page 6 of the residential sub-meter information package. 

3. OBTAIN PLUMBING PERMIT FOR "PRIVATE WATER SUB-METER" FROM THE

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY (DBS).  You may do this on-line at

HTTPS://WWW.PERMITLA.ORG (note the 's' in HTTPS) and the permit will be

e-mailed to you.  Some helpful hints for working with their on-line

system

a.  
Select "Obtain one or more Express Permits" 

b.
Complete registration

c.
Select "Plumbing Permit" and enter the project address

information

d.
In the Project Description screen select "Single Family Home or

Duplex" and in the Work Description enter "Install Private Water

Sub-meter.

e.
When you get to the big screen for LIST OF EQUIPMENT, scroll

down to the "Potable Water Systems" heading and put the number '1' in

the box next to the words "Water Using Device".

f.
Complete the application and pay the fee with a credit card

($43.20).  Your permit will be e-mailed to you within minutes. 

4. DECIDE WHAT SIZE OF A PRIVATE SUBMETER YOU WANT (must be no larger

than your primary water meter).  Typically you'll request either a

1-inch intermediate meter (smaller size, costs $40, and is good for up

to 30 gallons per minute) or a 1-inch regular meter (about 25% larger,

cost $70 and is good for up to 50 gallons per minute).  If you want to

bury the sub-meter you'll need a meter box (costs $35 from DWP).

5. TAKE YOUR PERMIT TO DWP & PURCHASE A SUB-METER. You may purchase the

meter at any DWP customer service office.  Note that the sub-meters are

not at the customer service office.  You'll need to take your DWP

receipt to the nearest DWP Water Meter Shop (Downtown or Reseda) and

pick the sub-meter up there.  Call DWP AT 213 367-2130 for the nearest

location to pick up sub-meter. 

6. INSTALL SUB-METER.  The homeowner may install the sub-meter on their

own residence or hire a plumber to do the work.  Only a LICENSED PLUMBER can do installation for non-residential properties. 

7. CALL DBS (888-524-2845) TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO HAVE THE SUB-METER

INSTALLATION INSPECTED.

8. MEET THE INSPECTOR AND SHOW WHERE THE METER IS INSTALLED.

9. ENJOY REDUCED SSC COSTS AFTER AT LEAST ONE COMPLETE BILLING CYCLE

(may take as long as 4 months depending upon when in your billing cycle

you installed the meter). 

